Allison E. Reaves
325 Cooper Drive, Lexington Kentucky | Allison.Reaves@uky.edu |  (423) 426-7778

Education
M.S., University of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky (Expected May 2026)
 Community and Leadership Development
 Working Thesis: Understanding Knowledge and Perceptions of the Beef Industry on a Land-Grant University Campus
B.S., University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee (May 2024)
 Agricultural Leadership, Education, and Communication, Concentration: Agriculture and Natural Resource Communications
High School Diploma, Greene County, Tennessee (May 2020)
 South Greene High School
 All Honors Graduate & Tennessee Ready Scholar
Professional Experience
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY (June 2024–Present)
Graduate Research Assistant 
· Graduate Research assistant for the Safe Farm Steward Project, a $1.3 Million NIOSH-funded initiative aimed to increase farm safety awareness and practice across the Southeastern U.S.
· Co-coordinate the annual Safe Farm Steward conference, including communication with attendees, venues, and local extension partners. Maintain primary correspondence with professors, students, stakeholders, and extension partners after conference completion. 
· Assist with Voices of the Bluegrass, a $71,320 Perkins grant-funded agricultural literacy initiative supporting English-language learners; responsibilities include outreach and production.
WJHL Nexstar Station, Johnson City, TN (May 2023- August 2023)
Multi-Media Journalist Intern
· Gained experience in interviews, video shooting, on-air audio, look-live segments, and on-air reporting. Reported from construction sites, political events, school functions, and community activities.
· Became proficient in practice adobe and ENPS.
· Shot all video footage, including A-roll and B- roll, for assigned reporters.
· Wrote news scripts and web publications for assigned reporters and digital content producers.
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN (September 2021-May 2024)
Office Assistant (Part-Time)
· Provided administrative support including phone communication, handling student and parent inquiries, and organizing digital filing systems.
· Assisted students with appropriate resources and campus services such as maintenance concerns, key requests and Title IX resources.
Radio Greeneville, Greeneville, TN (June 2019 - June 2024)
On-Air Personality & Media Journalist (Part-Time, Temporary Full-Time)
· Researched, interviewed, and wrote breaking news and routine newscasts three times per day, with reports delivered up to 15 times per day. 
· Hosted Greene County Agriculture Today, featuring market reports, innovations, and industry updates (est. 1946).
· Updated local website (WordPress) and coordinated with local industry leaders for outreach of timely and relevant news stories. 
Tennessee FFA Association, Nashville, TN (2020-2021)
East Tennessee State Vice President
· Contributed with a statewide initiative to secure new funding which allowed for state affiliation, allowing equitable membership for Tennessee students of all economic backgrounds and thus doubling total membership.
· Designed and facilitated workshops on leadership, agricultural advancements, and agricultural issues.
· Worked with teammates to arrange an approach to virtual student meetings, webinars, and workshops for the first time in Tennessee FFA history.
· Coordinated with industry and organization stakeholders to facilitate and maintain relationships. 
Reaves Farms - Soybean, Corn, Wheat & Beef Cattle Operation, Greene County, TN
Agricultural Laborer & Assistant Manager
Row Crops and Grain
· Monitored crops for disease, pests, and soil deficiencies, and contributed to crop planning based on rotation needs. 
· Assisted in planting and harvest; operated heavy equipment including tractors and combines. 
Livestock 
· Cared for over 30 head of cattle’s daily needs, including feeding, cleaning. 
· Monitored health and fulfilled vaccines and breeding schedules.
· Built and maintained facilities
Clubs & Activities
Founding Roles
· Graduate Student Council (2024-Present)
 • Communications Director 
· University of Tennessee ALEC News Team (2023- 2024)
 • News Director
· Tennessee Agriculture Communicators of Tomorrow (2022- 2024)
 • Recruitment Manager (2023–2024)
 • Reporter (2022–2023)
Student Leadership 
· Agriculture Education Society Mentor (2025- Present) 
· Alpha Tau Alpha Program of Excellence Facilitator (2024- Present)
· Collegiate 4-H and FFA Member (2020-2024)
Professional Memberships
· International Society for Agricultural Safety and Health 
 • Farm, Family, and Leisure Time Committee (2024- Present)
· Media Guidelines & Education Committee (2024-Present)
· American Association for Agricultural Education (2024-Present)
Awards
American FFA Degree (2021)
Conference Presentations
Sprayberry, S. R., French, M., Reaves, A. E., Hains, B., & Hains, K. (2025). Voices of the Bluegrass: Empowering ELL Youth with Agricultural Community. Engagement Scholarship Consortium International Conference, Roanoke, VA.
Reaves, A. E., Toole, R. D., Vincent, S. K., Namkoong, K., Song, Y., Byrd, A. P., & Sprayberry, S. R. (2025). Motivations in Farm Safety: A Self-Determination Perspective of the Safe Farm Steward Project. International Society for Agricultural Safety and Health International Conference, Portland, ME.
Reaves, A. E., Toole, R. D., Vincent, S. K., Namkoong, K., Song, Y., Byrd, A. P., & Sprayberry, S. R. (2025). The Role of Self-Determination Theory in the Safe Farm Steward Project: Farmers Cultivating and Motivating Safety. Southern Region American Association for Agricultural Education, Irving, TX.
Poster Presentations
Reaves, A. E., Vincent, S. K., Toole, R. D., Namkoong, K., Song, Y., & Byrd, A. P. (2025). Harnessing Agricultural Safety: The Role of Social Media in the Safe Farm Steward Project. International Society for Agricultural Safety and Health Conference, Portland, ME.
Childress, H. G., Reaves, A. E., & Epps, R. (2025). Sowing Knowledge: The Role of Agricultural Education in Shaping Ag Literacy Among Youth. National American Association for Agricultural Education, Lubbock, TX.
Reaves, A. E., Vincent, S. K., Toole, R. D., Namkoong, K., Song, Y., & Byrd, A. P. (2025). Engaging Communities: A Digital Outreach Approach to Educate, Engage, and Empower Stewards and Students in a Farm Safety Post-Secondary Education Project. Southern Region American Association for Agricultural Education, Irving, TX.
Presentations & Invited Lectures
· Agriculture Education Society. (2025, December 5 & 6). Officer Retreat: Understanding team dynamics, role identification, event planning, and avenues of communication [Undergraduate Professional Development]. Lexington, KY.
· “The Effect of Agricultural Literacy Levels on the Beef Industry” - Kentucky FFA Association, State Agricultural Communications Contest, 2025
· “Facilitating Conversations of Agricultural Diversity” - University of Kentucky, AFE 580, 2025
· “Creating Effective Communication Plans” - AEA 360, 2025
· “Communicating Issues in Agriculture: TED Talks and Podcasts” - AEA 360, 2025
Repeated Presentations and Invited Lectures
· “Writing in APA Style” - University of Kentucky, AFE 100, 2024 & 2025
· “Introductions to Farm Safety and the Safe Farm Steward Project” - University of Tennessee, Martin, AET 350, 2025
· “Introductions to Farm Safety and the Safe Farm Steward Project” - University of Kentucky, AEA 362, 2025

	
	
	



